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Optician Laws in Our State

RCW 18.34.141 - License required. 
No person may practice or represent himself or herself as a dispensing
optician without first having a valid license to do so.
 
RCW 18.34.010 - Licensing—Exemptions—Limitations.
Nothing in this chapter shall:
(1) Be construed to limit or restrict a duly licensed physician or
optometrist or employees working under the personal supervision of a
duly licensed physician or optometrist from the practices enumerated
in this chapter, and each such licensed physician and optometrist shall
have all the rights and privileges which may accrue under this chapter
to dispensing opticians licensed hereunder;
(2) Be construed to prohibit or restrict practice by a regularly enrolled
student in a prescribed course in opticianry in a college or university
approved by the secretary whose performance of services is pursuant
to a regular course of instruction or assignments from an instructor
and under the supervision of a licensed dispensing optician,
optometrist, or ophthalmologist: PROVIDED, That persons practicing
under this section must be clearly identified as students;
(3) Be construed to prohibit an unlicensed person from performing
mechanical work upon inert matter in an optical office, laboratory, or
shop;
(4) Be construed to prohibit an unlicensed person from engaging in the
sale of spectacles, eyeglasses, magnifying glasses, goggles, sunglasses,
telescopes, binoculars, or any such articles which are completely
preassembled and sold only as merchandise;
(5) Be construed to authorize or permit a licensee hereunder to hold
himself or herself out as being able to, or to offer to, or to undertake to
attempt, by any manner of means, to examine or exercise eyes,
diagnose, treat, correct, relieve, operate, or prescribe for any human
ailment, deficiency, deformity, disease, or injury.

Are Your Colleagues Doing 
the Right Thing?

OPTICIAN LAW REVIEW

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=18.34.141


Last year I was asked “Why I belong to the Opticians
Association of Washington (OAW)?”  At first I did not
have an immediate answer other than the
education. After some thought on the matter I came up
with reasons that are positive for Opticians, Doctors,
Patients, Community and our Legislation.
 
I believe that the OAW benefits Opticians in a number
of ways. First of all it provides continued education at
an affordable cost, with professional speakers from
across the country. Although an optician can get
education from other sources, the OAW Fall Education
Day and Spring Convention, allows a significant amount
of time to talk and ask questions with the instructors
and fellow classmates during and after classes. This
gives extra perspective on the issues at hand.
 
Another benefit the OAW offers is that it creates
networking so that opticians can utilize each other’s
experience. Many times we come across a patient where
everything that the patient tells us does not add up to
why they cannot see properly. Having a network of
professionals in the same field gives the optician an
extra avenue to search and find answers for difficult
questions. By having an organization that provides
education and networking, we create a trained,
professional optician that will help free up the doctors
time by allowing the doctor to do their own job and
spend all their time answering questions.  A well trained
optician will help reduce remakes and promote the best
lenses and frames that would be better for the patient
and more profitable for the doctor. By showing
professionalism in the organization the optician will
then help make the doctor’s office more professional.
 
The OAW offers a time to talk with fellow opticians to
create new ideas. This is not only good in working with
the patient but also in generating better sales. It also,
enables the optician to communicate more effectively
with patients. When opticians have a better
understanding of what they are doing it projects more
confidence with the patient. When a patient has
confidence in the optician, they are more acceptable to
what the optician has to say.
 
 

Benefits of the OAW
by David Reed, OAW President

One of the benefits that the OAW offers is the ability
to unite together. This becomes important when the
government is considering changing the way that we
conduct business. As the experts in a unified
organization we can give the proper guidance to the
government by monitoring what is happening in the
legislation. This would be much more difficult as an
individual.The design of the OAW is to have each of
our local chapters provide education and support to
the local opticians. The OAW also encourages each
chapter to get involved with their Community. Some of
the ways that they do this is by having community
events such as glasses fairs and seminars to help
educate the people in their area.
 
The OAW is an organization that is beneficial to not
only to the optician but to everyone that is directly
involved with the organization. Together we can
provide the best vision that is available.
 
If you are not a member, let me personally invite you
to join and be part of this organization. Great things
can be accomplished when we all work together.
 
 

The OAW is able to continue its mission
because of your support and generosity.
Online donations are quick and easy using
our secure payment system. We welcome
donations of all sizes and payment plans –
whether it's a one-time gift or a monthly
contribution.
 
 

Please visit the
SUPPORT THE OAW page at

W W W . O A W . O R G

https://www.oaw.org/oaw-membership/
http://www.oaw.org/
https://www.oaw.org/donations/


The ABC's of the OAW

Did you know the original OAW was called WOA,
Washington Opticians Association. In the late 1980's it
was changed to coincide with the OAA (Opticians
Assoociation of America). The original WOA was for
owners and managers only. Individual opticians and
employees were not allowed to belong or attend
meetings.
 
The RCW 18.34 bill for Licensed  Dispensing Opticians
became a law in 1957. The bill set guidelines and state
laws for Licensed Dispensing Opticians in Washington.

A Brief History of the OAW

by Diane Charles

The Consumer Access to Vision Care Act, or what we call
the Contact Lens Consumer Assistance Act was made law
in 1994. Washington was the first state in the country to
pass this legislation. This is the part of our law that
separated the dispensing of contact lenses from the
exam.

Thank you to our OAW Fall Education Day Sponsors!

https://www.essilorusa.com/
https://www.visioncraftinc.com/
http://singlevisionexpress.com/


Vision of Hope Mission

Since its inception Vision of Hope (VOH) has encouraged
Opticians to join a mission going out of the country to
help people with vision needs. That effort has not
changed. We still have a grant program for Opticians
wishing to help on a mission out of the country. There is
an application form on the VOH website to request aid
for your mission trip.
Vision of Hope also now has developed a goal to
encourage state associations to host missions within
their state. There are so many people within our borders
that are not able to afford glasses. Two years ago,
OAA/VOH sponsored a mission in Charleston, SC at the
time of the Leadership Conference. It was a big success.
We were able to reach between 40-50 people in need.
Since then missions have also been held in Michigan and
Washington with more in the planning.
 
 
 

King County Clinic 

As you have hopefully heard, Seattle/King County
Clinic has been scheduled for February 13 -16, 2020 at
Seattle Center. We were fortunate to find a temporary
solution while the arena is undergoing construction
and now we are focusing on resource development,
operations, volunteer recruitment and patient
outreach efforts so we’re ready in 7 months!
 
We would like to invite the Opticians Association of
Washington to become a partner on the Clinic.  In that
role, we ask that you help to promote the Clinic and
recruit volunteers via your membership and other
contacts. We will supply you with the materials and
information you need as well as recognize your 
 participation. 
 

A letter from Seattle Center's
Project Manager Julia Colson

Seattle/King County Clinic brings together healthcare
organizations, civic agencies, non-profits, private businesses
and volunteers from across the State of Washington to produce
a free health clinic at Seattle Center. The four-day volunteer-
driven clinic provides free dental, vision and medical care to
anyone in the region who struggles to access and/or afford
healthcare. For more information please visit 
https://seattlecenter.org/skcclinic/

States can go to the OAA website www.oaa.org and click
on the vision of hope icon. Under mission work, click on
contact mission chair and you can request information
on how to start an in-state mission.
 
A mission will be held at our Leadership Conference in
Destin, FL this year. Exact location to be announced.
 
We encourage all Opticians to reach out to your associations
to set up a mission within your state.
 
 

For more information, please visit:
www.oaavoh.org

by Sue Shire, VOH Mission Chair

Helping People Locally and
Internationally

Please let me know if you have any questions or require
additional details. We look forward to hearing from you
soon.   Again, thank you for all that you do to make a
difference in our community!

https://www.oaavoh.org/
https://seattlecenter.org/skcclinic/


Grants Available for
Highline Students

The OAW Education Finance Committee has approved a
grant request from the Highline College Apprentice
Optician program to aid in their rebuilding process. The
Opticians Association of Washington is always looking for
ways to educate opticians and Highline College Apprentice
Optician program is a great fit.  For more information on
Highline’s program, please contact:
 
Diane Charles - gadmcharles@comcast.net
 
Ron Swengel - collegeplaceoptical@comcast.net
 
For more information or to donate directly to the Education
Finance Committee, please reach out to:
 
Heidi Adams - Heidi.LDO@gmail.com
 

by Heidi Adams

Learn All About the
Eyeball at Highline 

If you've ever wanted to learn about the anatomical
details of the human eye and its bodily surroundings
this class is for you! 
 
Throughout Fall quarter, students will learn the
physical functions of the various parts and processes
of the eye and the mechanism by which the body
fluids and processes nourish the eye. They will also
review the various optical problems which cause
vision defects and the general characteristics of
common eye diseases and injuries and their effects
on vision as well as basic understanding of
pharmacology as it relates to the optician.
 
To find out more about this online program, please
contact: Jennifer Johnston - optic@highline.edu
 
Or visit:   https://optician.highline.edu/

Fall Quarter Starts Sept. 23

We have provided a custom online continuing education portal for Opticians Association of
Washington members. Every year, our members receive 2 free credits (ABO or NCLE)  as
part of your membership. We will provide you with two complimentary discount codes to
use at the Quantum Optical website. Grading is instantaneous, and the credits are valid for
Washington LDOs. 

Free Online CE's for OAW Members

Visit https://www.oaw.org/free-online-ce-members/ to get your invitation code!

https://optician.highline.edu/
https://optician.highline.edu/


Opticians Association of Washington
chapters have been very active this
quarter and we are looking forward to
establishing more. We now have a tab
for active chapters on the OAW website
and all upcoming chapter meeting
details will be on the website.
 
Interested in joining or starting an OAW
Chapter in your area? Contact Rebecca
Swislow to get started!
 
rebeccaswis@msn.com
 

Chapter News

https://www.oaw.org/central-washington-chapter/


C L A S S I F I E D S
O P T I C I A N  W A N T E D O P T I C I A N  W A N T E D

S P O K A N E
 
Kaiser Permanente in Spokane is looking for a licensed optician
to provide technical and patient care support to members and
other customers. Sell, fit, dispense, measure and adjust contact
lenses and other optical devices in accordance with written
prescriptions.Must have minimum three (3) years of relevant
experience, high school diploma/GED, Washington State
Dispensing Optician License by date of hire/transfer.
To apply, visit:  https://www.kaiserpermanentejobs.org/
 

B E L L E V U E
 
High end optical store in Bellevue is looking to hire a licensed
optician for a part-time or full-time position.
Candidate must have knowledge about lenses, high-end
eyewear, and have great communication skills. We will provide
training. If you are a passionate individual who takes pride in
your abilities to help our patients see better in style, we would
love to talk with you. Please email cover letter and resume only
to taichi.nakajima@oieyewear.com
_________________________________________________
 
Looking for an LDO or registered optician.
We are a private optometrist practice in downtown Bellevue
looking to hire an optician to work in our office full time. We
would like at least 1 year optical experience. The right individual
will have an excellent work ethic, a dedication to great customer
service, and the ability to be dependable and on time. Insurance
or medical billing experience is a plus.
Please send resume to our email or fax or call our office below.
Email: novaeyecareod@gmail.com
Phone: 425-454-1415 Sandy Christensen or fax 425-454-7440
___________________________________________________
 
Bellevue Eye Specialist is looking for dedicated Licensed
Dispensing Optician with excellent customer service skills and
industry expertise to join our Independent practice. Duties
include assisting patients in the selection of frames/lenses,
prescription verification, dispensing, and troubleshooting,
adjustments and repairs, Inventory buying and frame-board
management, order placement and billing VSP
Position Requirements- Previous LDO experience preferred,
strong selling and customer service skills, able to give
instruction in a clear and concise manner to customers, positive
demeanor, detailed oriented, organized, ability to multi-task and
manage time effectively, professional attitude and appearance.
Interested Send your resume to:
Donna Hatch LDO, HFOAA, FNAO
manager@centralwaeyeclinic.com
 

L Y N N W O O D
 
Pearle Vision, located at the Alderwood Mall, in Lynnwood, is
looking for two new team members to join our thriving, busy
location!  Both positions are full time, with benefits.  We need
one apprentice/LDO, and one Assistant Manager (who must
also be at least a registered apprentice).  The job is fun, the
location is awesome, and the team is happy, helpful and hard
working!  Come join us!
All resumes will be carefully considered.  Please submit your
resume to: skeshvari@pearlevision.com
 

B E L L I N G H A M
 
Vision Plus on James is looking for a Licensed Dispensing or
Registered Optician. We are a busy vision practice looking to
hire a Licensed Optician to join our team. The right candidate
will have at least 1-2 years optical experience, a strong work
ethic, great customer service skills, and inventory and frame
buying experience. Insurance or medical billing familiarity is also
helpful. We look forward to hearing from you!
Email: visionplusrosie@gmail.com
Phone: 360-746-0179

____________________________________________________
 
If you are looking for employment, have a position available
or know of one, or have equipment to sell, please contact our
office at: executivedirector@oaw.org 
Note: to post ads, we now require a contact name, phone
number and business name. This is for our information only,
and need not be posted in the ad unless you wish it. The ad
itself should include a description of the position, a
geographic location, and a contact number (phone, fax, or
email). All ads will be pulled after 60 days and will have to be
re-submitted. Please contact us if the position is filled. 

T U L A L I P
 
We are seeking a Licensed Optician to join our team!  This is a
full-time position with competitive pay, health benefits, associate
discounts, profit sharing, 401k, paid time off, and more.
Successful candidates must be a WA State Licensed Optician,
have strong teaching skills, ability to learn & adapt quickly, excel
at multitasking, and have excellent customer service skills.
To apply please send your resume and cover letter  to :
Bess-Marie Barr 8924 Quil Ceda Blvd, Tulalip, WA 98271. 
ru2020bmb@yahoo.com  or fax to 360-657-5512.  You must
also apply at https://careers.walmart.com/  For more information
contact Bess at 360-657-5513


